Principal differences between Benn Pitman and New Era versions of Pitman’s Shorthand
Comparison made using “The New Practical Shorthand Manual” by Benn Pitman 1892
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Revisions to Pitman’s Shorthand were ongoing throughout the 19th century, and also varied between the UK and USA revisers,
and therefore this comparison chart is only the starting point for informed and thoughtful transcription of any example of

shorthand writing from approximately that period.

STROKES

Way Yay Hay

--Semicircle W

Yay

Hay

--Tick H

--H omitted

VOWELS

Reversed vowel scale
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light before next
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MR & NR, thickened, rumour dreamer
to not look like W joiner
hook
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SHL up, SHR down official fisher \L/

LR learn collar



TW DW

Initial W hookto M N
LR

Add circle S to W hook

Omit Hin HW-L

Shun & -ter-ther-der

= shun only on the
circle S side

This use of the large
hook for -ter etc was
short lived, editions
before and after
generally use the TR
stroke etc

HALVING
NRD thick
Upward Ess if
convenient
DOUBLING

To curves only

PREFIXES & SUFFIXES

circum- self-

contra-i-o counter

-ins- uns- -ens
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-ing -ings

-ing the

-ble

-ful -fore

-ever

-self
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-ir-/-ur vowel

Intervening vowels

various

SHORT FORMS

are

a/an/and - horizontal
or vertical tick in
phrases
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WORD-SIGNS
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